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What is claimed is: 

5 1 . A method of providing personalized search capabilities of hypertext transmission protocol 

pages, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) providing an index server maintaining an index to hypertext transmission 
protocol pages and employing a hierarchical plurality of topic categories; 

b) permitting a user to specify any subset of the plurality of topic categories; 

□ 10 and 

^ c) adding to a hypertext transmission protocol page controlled by the user 

^ link information permitting execution of searches of the index server in any category of the subset but 
p only of categories in the subset. 



^15 2. The method of claim 1 additionally comprising the steps of pemnitting the user to propose 

ffi addition of a hypertext transmission protocol page to the index server in conjunction with one or more 
hi categories of the subset and automatically adding the proposed page to the index server wherein the 
~ user can search the proposed page via the link information and wherein initially other users will not 
search the proposed page even if searching the proposed one or more categories. 

20 

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the automatically adding step comprises the steps of 
verifying that a unifomi resource locator address for the proposed page is valid and that the proposed 
page is not already indexed under the proposed one or more categories. 



25 



4. The method of claim 2 additionally comprising the step of subsequently allowing other 
users to search the proposed page when searching one or more of the proposed one or more 
categories. 
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5. The method of claim 1 additionally comprising the step of allowing the user to rename 
one or more categories of the subset as it will appear on the hypertext transmission protocol page 
controlled by the user. 

6. The method of claim 1 additionally comprising the step of allowing the user to rearrange 
hierarchicalization of one or more categories of the subset as it will appear on the hypertext transmission 
protocol page controlled by the user. 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the pemiitting step comprises permitting the user within a 
branch of a hierarchy of categories to either include or exclude subcategories in the branch, or both. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein steps b) can be reexecuted by the user at any time, 
whereby the link information is dynamically updated to correspond to a new subset. 

9. An apparatus providing personalized search capabilities of hypertext transmission 
protocol pages, said apparatus comprising: 

an index server maintaining an index to hypertext transmission protocol pages 
and employing a hierarchical plurality of topic categories; 

a link permitting a user to specify any subset of said plurality of topic categories; 

and 

a link adding to a hypertext transmission protocol page controlled by the user link 
infonmation pemnitting execution of searches of said index server in any category of said subset but only 
of categories in said subset. 
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10. The apparatus of claim 9 additionally comprising a link pennitting the user to propose 
addition of a hypertext transmission protocol page to said index server in conjunction with one or more 
categories of said subset and automatically adding said proposed page to said index server wherein the 
user can search said proposed page via said link information and wherein initially other users will not 
search said proposed page even if searching said proposed one or more categories. 

1 1 . The apparatus of claim 10 wherein said proposed addition link comprises means for 
invoking verification that a uniform resource locator address for said proposed page is valid and that said 
proposed page is not already indexed under said proposed one or more categories. 

12. The apparatus of claim 10 additionally comprising means for subsequently allowing other 
users to search the proposed page when searching one or more of the proposed one or more 
categories. 

13. The apparatus of claim 9 additionally comprising a link allowing the user to rename one 
or more categories of said subset as it will appear on said hypertext transmission protocol page 
controlled by the user. 

14. The apparatus of claim 9 additionally comprising a link allowing the user to rearrange 
hierarchicalization of one or more categories of said subset as it will appear on said hypertext 
transmission protocol page controlled by the user. 

15. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said permitting link comprises means for invoking 
means permitting the user within a branch of a hierarchy of categories to either include or exclude 
subcategories in said branch, or both. 

16. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said pennitting link can be reexecuted by the user at 
any time, whereby said link infonmation is dynamically updated to correspond to a new subset. 
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17. Computer software providing personalized search capabilities of hypertext transmission 
protocol pages, said software comprising: 

index server code maintaining an index to hypertext transmission protocol pages 
5 and employing a hierarchical plurality of topic categories; 

link code pemiitting a user to specify any subset of said plurality of topic 

categories; and 

link code adding to a hypertext transmission protocol page controlled by the user 
link infomnation permitting execution of searches via said index server code in any category of said 
p 1 0 subset but only of categories in said subset. 

=F 1 8. The software of claim 1 7 additionally comprising link code pemiitting the user to propose 

Q addition of a hypertext transmission protocol page to said index server code in conjunction with one or 

bJ 

i2 more categories of said subset and automatically adding said proposed page to those indexed by said 

1 5 index server code wherein the user can search said proposed page via said link infomnation and wherein 

ffl initially other users will not search said proposed page even if searching said proposed one or more 

P categories. 

□ 

u 



19. The software of claim 18 wherein said proposed addition link comprises code for invoking 
20 verification that a uniform resource locator address for said proposed page is valid and that said 
proposed page is not already indexed under said proposed one or more categories. 
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20. The software of claim 18 additionally comprising code for subsequently allowing other 
users to search the proposed page when searching one or more of the proposed one or more 
categories. 
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21 . The software of claim 1 7 additionally comprising link code allowing the user to rename 
one or more categories of said subset as it will appear on said hypertext transmission protocol page 
controlled by the user. 

22. The software of claim 17 additionally comprising link code allowing the user to rearrange 
hierarchicalization of one or more categories of said subset as it will appear on said hypertext 
transmission protocol page controlled by the user. 

23. The software of claim 17 wherein said permitting link code comprises code for invoking 
code permitting the user within a branch of a hierarchy of categories to either include or exclude 
subcategories in said branch, or both. 



24. The software of claim 17 wherein said permitting code can be reexecuted by the user at 
any time, whereby said link infomiation is dynamically updated to con"espond to a new subset. 



